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This report is written by the United Nations Association Climate &
Oceans (UNA C&O) Youth Council, an international group of
environmentally-concerned young people based in over 14
countries. The Youth Council is comprised of school students,
university undergraduates, postgraduates, indigenous youth, and
frontline community representatives. Both the UNA C&O and the
Youth Council were established in the beginning of 2021, with Sir
Richard Jolly as Honorary President and Gonzalo Alvarez as
Chairman involved in coordinating the Youth Council. 

The UNA C&O aims to promote the work of the UN and the UN SDGs,
as well as engaging with government and local organisations and
publics to enact change. The full mission statement for the UNA
C&O can be found here. More specifically, the Youth Council aims to
represent the youth perspective on climate issues, as the future
stewards of the earth and key figures in environmental action.

In this report, we aim to represent the youth perspective on four key
climate issues; Agriculture & Food Security, Oceans & Biodiversity,
Environmental Justice, and COP26 & Alternative Solutions to
Climate Change. On 12/06/21 we hosted an all-day online event
named ‘Our Climate Crisis; Youth in Action’, where we had a number
of expert speakers on each climate issue. The schedule of the event
can be found here: Throughout the day, we gathered the youth
attendees’ opinions and concerns in relation to the environmental
crisis, most of which were used to inform the data and demands
presented in this report. This report also includes youth
perspectives from the ‘Meet the Youth Council’ event, which took
place on 09/07/21.

We believe that youth are especially well placed to address climate
change. As the next custodians of the earth, they are particularly
motivated to take climate action for themselves and future
generations. Not only this, but many mention the intangible energy
of youth to inspire and drive all generations towards a sustainable
future. 
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Finally, in an era of rapid technological evolution, today’s youth are
best equipped to find innovative solutions to climate change and
harness the power of new hi-tech possibilities. For these reasons,
we believed it was crucial to host this event in order to obtain the
youth perspective. 

It was also very important to ascertain that our youth perspectives
had global, equitable representation. We acknowledged our
positionality; as a group of youth predominantly from the South-
East of England. As such, we specifically ensured that our
Environmental Justice section incorporated perspectives from
across the globe, giving all attendees a platform to share their
climate experiences. Since then, we have focused on creating UNA
C&O youth networks from each continent.

Figure 1 (top): Youth event
demographics data.

Figure 2 (bottom): Age range of
participants.
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Global agriculture is in an unsustainable cycle, reaping
serious repercussions for our ecosystems, climate, and
livelihoods. Food systems are disconnected and failing
to cope with our rising population, leaving millions
malnourished. Governments, policy makers and large
corporations have a duty to re-think how we farm and
repair our broken food systems. Agriculture is often a
controversial topic, but one which we must address
immediately if we are to combat our Climate Crisis.
Agriculture and food systems are incredibly complex
and multifaceted. We, the UNA Climate and Oceans
Youth Council, want to empower young voices and
highlight the issues most important to the youth of
today. 

In the Agriculture and Food Systems section of our first
international youth event ‘Our Climate Crisis: Youth in
Action’, we had three panellists present and debate
their viewpoints. Niamh Kelly (an Associate Registered
Nutritionist and Policy Researcher for the Global Panel
on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition) was our
first presenter, who summarised the findings from the
Global Panel’s Foresight Report 2.0. This was followed
by a presentation by Dr. Divya Sharma, a lecturer in
Sustainable Development at SPRU, University of
Sussex. She introduced agroecological transformations
and the future of work in India. Finally, Russ
Carrington, a specialist in regenerative agriculture,
discussed its benefits and its potential as a part of the
solution for climate change. 

This international Youth event was followed by a
second, smaller meeting, to further discuss ideas
brought up in our Youth Event. This section will present
the relevant issues discussed by a truly international
group of young people who attended these events, and
demands that we feel are necessary to realise a
sustainable and brighter future for all. Parts of this
section will be UK-centric, as all our panellists were
based in the UK. However, many of these points relate
to other countries and our global population.  
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1) Biodiversity loss: 
Biodiversity loss was raised many times by multiple
attendees in our youth event (Our Climate Crisis: Youth
in Action). Similarly, when attendees of a follow up
meeting hosted by the Youth Council were asked ‘which
aspect of current agriculture practices do you find most
worrying?’, biodiversity loss received the highest
number of votes, equalling 46%. Biodiversity loss is a
multifaceted issue. From an ecological point of view,
the loss of keystone species or an imbalance of trophic
levels can result in cascades, causing shifts in the
population dynamics of multiple species. This is often
due to the lethal and sub-lethal effects of chemical
fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides on target and non-
target species. This is resulting in a future where the
natural order is at odds, and many species we not only
appreciate, but depend on for processes such as
pollination, could be eliminated from certain
landscapes. From a social and economic perspective –
ecosystem services are vital for efficient, sustainable
farming. 15 out of 24 ecosystem services globally are in
decline, such as soil formation and nutrient cycling,
pest control and pollination (Steinfeld et al., 2006).
Managed pollination is now a $10 billion industry in the
US (Horrigan et al., 2002). This is simply not
sustainable, and results in increased need for chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, which only accelerates the
cycle.

 Figure 3. Cycle of consequences for intensive agriculture. 
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2) Habitat destruction: 
The continued loss of habitats was considered the
second most worrying issue by young people who
attended our follow up meeting, representing 25% of
the votes. This clearly ties into biodiversity loss; as
habitats are destroyed in agriculture, housing and
infrastructure, biological niche diversity diminishes.
This has a highly detrimental impact on biodiversity.
Young people are acutely aware of the continued loss of
valuable habitats across the planet, from the Amazonian
jungles of South America to the country hedgerows of
Britain.

3) Livestock: 
The excessive damage to the environment resulting
from livestock farming is high on the list of Youth
concerns, especially in the West. During our youth
event, many participants expressed a deep concern
regarding livestock and it’s associated environmental
impact. These impacts included, but are not limited to,
exceedingly high greenhouse gas emissions, water
pollution and general inefficiency. The issues
surrounding livestock are both constant and
contentious. ‘Veganism’ has been at the forefront of
these debates, acting as a highly emotive buzzword.
Veganism is such a decisive issue that many
manufacturers and consumers are adopting the phrase
‘plant-based’ instead, which appears more palatable.
Interestingly, a strictly pro-vegan agenda was not
observed in the Youth event. This is backed by
statistics; only 3.2% of the European population
identify as vegan, although this is rising every year.
However, ‘flexitarians’ – those who eat meat
occasionally, but are mostly plant-based – represent
20% of the European population (YouGov, 2019),
indicating a shift to a more sustainable and
conscientious consumer diet. People are willing to try
plant-based products and alternatives to meat (even
lab-grown meat, which was brought up by a few
participants), especially if they cost the same or less,
and taste as good as or better than meat. 8



Participants of the Youth Event were very interested
and knowledgeable in the regenerative agriculture
approach, which often relies on at least some livestock
to maintain efficient nutrient cycling. Youth are clearly
looking for sustainable, environmentally friendly diets,
which minimises the use of livestock, but perhaps does
not entirely eliminate them. 

4)Agricultural transportation:
Youth are concerned by the high level of international
importation and exportation of agricultural goods. One
participant stated that ‘it is much better and more
environmentally friendly to buy local goods, as you
know where it comes from, rather than purchasing
goods from supermarkets which have come from all
over the world and have a very high carbon footprint’.
Agricultural goods are imported from other countries
because it is cheaper. The cost of transportation does
not outweigh the cheaper prices and cheaper labour
found in other countries. As environmental impact does
not affect the big companies’ profit margins, it very
rarely comes into consideration.

1) Economic assessment: Subsidisation and taxation
must be restructured to promote sustainability in
agriculture, making it economically viable for farmers
to adhere to green initiatives. A restructuring of these
economic policies and incentives for certain
agricultural practices could rapidly increase uptake or
reversal to sustainable methods, such as regenerative
agriculture. As a result of this, biodiversity may
increase and habitat loss could be slowed or even
reversed. This could enhance our ecosystem services
and boost productivity. It is vital that economic policy
and environmental protection work in tandem, rather
than antagonistically as is often the case. 
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2) Education: Education is at the heart of change.
Young people must be empowered to take it upon
themselves to enact positive change, at individual and
societal levels. In terms of agriculture, sustainable
approaches to farming should be at the forefront of
practical and theoretical farming curriculums.

3) Net zero by 2050: Agriculture has a massive role to
play in achieving the 2050 net zero emissions Paris
Agreement target. Agriculture is responsible for about
23% of greenhouse gas emissions, according to the
IPCC 2019 special report (IPCC, 2019) . Livestock
production accounts for roughly 14.5% of these
emissions, both directly through methane and carbon
dioxide release, and indirectly through deforestation
and crop production for livestock feed (FAO). The
agricultural sector must drastically reduce it’s livestock
production if we are to achieve net zero by 2050. The
evidence for this is beyond doubt, and youth has
demanded this for many years. Additionally, the
transport of food must be assessed, with aims to reduce
its carbon footprint. Youth demand environmental taxes
be implemented on methods of transport, so that
agricultural companies will reduce their carbon
footprint, regardless of the impact on their profit
margin. It is of course important to note that consumers
are used to having access to a range of exotic foods,
which may become scarcer and more expensive if
taxation occurs. Consumer diets would have to
drastically change, and nutritional foods may become
less accessible, and may disproportionately affect less
affluent families. 
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Comprising over 70% of the earth’s surface and 96% of
inhabitable space on the planet, the oceans play an
imperative role in our climate emergency. The global
ocean system regulates our climate by storing the
excess carbon in our atmosphere and acting as a buffer
for the impacts of climate change. However, this
delicate balance between ocean and climate is starting
to shift, and the consequences of warming waters are
evident in all areas of the global oceans: from the polar
ice caps, to deep ocean ecosystems, to coastal
communities. The oceans are known as ‘the global
commons’, and it is up to all of us to protect them. 

The Global Oceans conference of our international youth
event (Our Climate Crisis: Youth in Action) took place in
the form of a panel discussion. A range of panellists
were invited who represented different regions and
themes of the global oceans. 

We were joined by deep sea biologist Diva Amon - the
founder of SpeSeas and a National Geographic Explorer;
Delaney Reynolds-an education and political advocate,
founder of the Sink or Swim Foundation and winner of
the National Geographic Teen Service Award; Francesca
Trotman-the managing director and founder of Love The
Oceans: a non-profit marine conservation supporting
work in Mozambique and one of the global forces for
change, and finally Pauline Owiti, who very kindly
agreed to join us and talk about her role on the Youth
Policy Advisory Council for the Sustainable Ocean
Alliance. 

The UNA Climate and Oceans recognises the importance
of conserving and protecting our oceans as a key player
in solving the climate crisis. Our Youth Council implores
governments and decision-makers to adopt more
marine management measures within national
jurisdictions, and further intra-national and
international cooperation over our oceans. 
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This section is split into the key issues considered
during the panel discussion and outcomes of this
discussion. The ocean we need for a sustainable future
is represented by these outcomes. We recognise that
these are not the only issues affecting our global ocean
systems today, and that a holistic, multifaceted
approach is required in order to conserve and protect
our seas. Furthermore, since our blue planet is made up
of one interconnected global ocean system, the issues
are discussed on a wider global scale. However, each of
these issues are relevant on a more localised scale and
can be applied to local governance, everywhere. 

Key issue 1-Sea Level Rise: During our international
youth event, sea level rise was discussed as a key
consequence of climate change. Not only does flooding
have detrimental economic consequences globally, but
projected sea level rise and extreme weather events are
also likely to displace almost 200 million people
worldwide by 2100 (IPCC, 2019). Delaney Reynolds
spoke of the already evident consequences of sea level
rise to her home in Miami, Florida, and highlighted that
politicians are not doing enough to address climate
change, especially at the state level. According to
Delaney, “Miami is ground zero for sea level rise” and
by 2045 it is predicted that Miami will suffer from 380
flooding events per year. This will be detrimental to
homes and livelihoods. 

Outcome: Although both mitigation and adaptation
measures are needed, addressing climate change as the
cause of the issue is the most robust way to reduce the
impacts that sea-level rise will have on people. We
must reach net-zero emissions as quickly as possible
and invest in renewable energy. 
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Key issue 2 -The Deep Sea: Comprising 96% of all the
habitable space on earth, deep ocean ecosystems
provide essential ecosystem functions such as nutrient
regeneration and carbon sequestration. Despite being
incredibly difficult to reach, the deep-sea is still being
impacted by human activities. Deep seabed mining is a
new emerging industry in which minerals are extracted
from the deep seafloor. This is an incredibly damaging
process, especially at the scale at which it is projected
to grow. It is also important to consider cumulative
impacts. Life in the deep sea is incredibly slow, so
deep-sea communities are not very resilient to change.
Hence, recovery could take a very long time, and
damage to these communities could be irreversible. As
a result, it is vital for preventative measures to be put
into place to protect these ecosystems. 

Outcome: We call for sustainably managed deep ocean
activities, including deep seabed mining. A broader
group of stakeholders must be focused on this effort,
and science should be part of providing the foundation
for these decisions. We demand an increased
collaboration of stakeholder groups with scientists. 

Key issue 3 -Plastic pollution: During our follow-up
discussion with an international group of young people,
24% agreed that if they could only see one major
change implemented in the next five years, it would be
a ban on all single-use plastic, everywhere.
Furthermore, when asked: “what do you think is the
most important issue facing our global oceans today?”
88% of participants included plastic pollution in their
vote, consisting of either plastic pollution (20%) or all
of the above (68%) (Figure 4). These responses
highlight that the issue of plastic pollution is deemed to
be a priority to the youth of today. 
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Figure 4: Pie Chart depicting the poll responses of the question “what do
you think is the most important issue facing our global oceans today?”,

during our follow-up Youth Council discussion session (12/06/2021). 

Furthermore, the marine debris collection scheme
operated by Love The Oceans focuses on collecting
ocean trash and documenting the scale of this
issue.During our discussion, Francesca pointed out that
this project’s three most commonly collected items are
plastic fragments, plastic bottle caps and discarded
fishing gear. Much of this waste has international 
 origins and is washed up in the local area as a result of  
ocean currents. These currents transfer plastic
pollution to every corner of the globe, therefore this is a 
global issue. 

Outcome 1: International cooperation and action against 
plastic pollution is required. Actions must include
better waste management, such as deposit return
schemes to reduce trash. 

Outcome 2: At an individual level, we must change our
lifestyles to have less of an impact. By adopting
the‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’ mindset, we can take an
important step forward to solving the issue of plastic
pollution. However, this requires better education of
this issue and also more government schemes in place
to further incentivise a reduction in plastic pollution.

PHOTO BY MILOS PRELEVIC ON UNSPLASH
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Key issue 4 -Challenges of MPA implementation and
underfunding of NGOs in the conservation industry:
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) all over the
world are working tirelessly to maintain a sustainable
balance between using the seas as a resource and
protecting our marine environments. The
implementation of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
allows the natural ecosystem balance to resume and
fish stocks to replenish. It is estimated that expanding
the existing MPA network by just 5% can increase
future catch by 20% as a result of spillover of fish
stocks from these newly enriched regions (Cabral et al.
2020). Hence, MPAs can be strategically designed and
implemented to not only conserve vulnerable ocean
regions but also secure fish stocks for the future.
Certain drawbacks of MPAs were highlighted during our
youth event discussion, which are important to consider
and overcome. For example, even when the legislation
is passed for a marine protected area, the MPA is only
as good as its management (Brooks et al. 2016).
Conflicts between the preservation of the marine
environment and fishing access can produce
compromised results, and there is often local resistance
against MPAs that restrict fishing access. It is therefore
important to ensure that MPA legislation is robust and
cannot be misinterpreted, and also that measures are
put into place to enforce these restrictions. Ultimately,
a fundamental change in terms of finances must take
place within the conservation industry and
environmental sector in order to achieve the correct
outcomes.

Outcome 1: Put the planet before profits and call upon
massive corporations for funding. There needs to be a
greater financial commitment to fund NGO work, grants
and action. Increased financial investments would
reduce the rivalry between NGOs and charities, and
enhance more collaborative efforts. 

PHOTO BY MILOS PRELEVIC ON UNSPLASH
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Outcome 2: Enforce management of MPAs by monitoring
and ensuring compliance. Incentives must be created
for community enforcement, and this must be joined by
all stakeholders including private sectors and civil
societies. 

1) Decarbonise the shipping and fishing industry as part
of the net-zero targets. If we fail to reach the net-zero
by 2050 Paris Agreement target, 10 million more people
will become environmental refugees and have to
migrate due to sea-level rise, and 50% more of the
global population will experience water scarcity. No
industry should be left out of the National Determined
Contribution (NDC) targets, including shipping and
fishing. Specifically, low-impact fishing methods should
be financially incentivised, and there must be increased
investment in the research and development of
alternative fuel sources for ocean-going vessels, such
as hydrogen and biofuels. 

2) Reduce marine pollution by shifting to a circular
economy. Moving away from the current model of “take
make-dispose” to one of regeneration and restoration
would divert waste from entering the marine
environment. A circular economy would also reduce the
need for exploitation of raw materials such as those
acquired from deep-seabed mining. We demand that
circular products and businesses are promoted on local,
regional and national levels, as well as introducing
taxes for businesses that fail to comply. Our UNA C&O
Youth Council also insists that deposit return schemes
be implemented nationally in order to enhance the
recycling of single-use plastic items. 

PHOTO BY MILOS PRELEVIC ON UNSPLASH
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3) Push for climate change education in schools. There
must be a drastic push for climate education to be
added to school curriculums. Education is fundamental
to informing opinions and reducing the reluctance to
change that is so commonly seen. In turn, a better
educated public voice on these issues will put more
pressure on decision-makers to devise more robust
commitments and follow through with them. “Interest
and passion are at the heart of everything” - Pauline
Owiti. This is particularly relevant to the oceans since
they largely remain out of sight and out of mind for
many people. We must empower the generation who will
inherit this world, and equip our young people with all
the knowledge and skills available to deal with this
crisis by adding climate change and its associated
impacts to the school curriculum.

PHOTO BY MILOS PRELEVIC ON UNSPLASH

“ W E  H A V E  A  P O L L U T I N G  P A S T
A N D  A  R E N E W A B L E  F U T U R E ” .

-  D E L A N E Y  R E Y N O L D S .  
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Environmental justice was the theme of the third section
of the ‘Climate Crisis: Youth in Action’ conference. It
was hosted by Sandra Juan-Delgado, an ex-member of
the UNA Climate and Oceans Youth Council. This section
of the conference included a short video presentation
about Environmental Justice1, followed by a panel
discussion. The panelists included the following:
Camryn Banks who was one of the many residents of
Flint, Michigan who were victims of the water crisis
fueled by environmental racism, which is still
unresolved today. Brianda Suárez González was another
panelist. She is involved with Nahuala Indómita, an
eco-feminist collective from Mexico who explore the
link between climate change and gender oppression2. 

Environmental justice is a very complex topic and is an
issue that many parts of the world are faced with. The
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
defines environmental justice as the fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race,
color, national origin, or income, with respect to the
development, implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and policies. This goal
will be achieved when everyone enjoys the same degree
of protection from environmental and health hazards,
and equal access to the decision-making process to
have a healthy environment in which to live, learn, and
work3. 

The importance of addressing this topic stems from the
fact that every individual on Earth “deserves basic
human rights and a high quality of living” as Camryn
Banks so aptly puts it, which is also a key value of the
United Nations in accordance with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 19484. This fact remains
in relation to environmental issues and the climate
change battle.
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The aim of this section of the conference was to gain
insight into environmental justice, and to instigate and
facilitate conversation amongst the youth about the
topic. Thus, this section of the report intends to
summarise the points brought up during this
conference; to highlight the conclusions that were made
as a result of these points; and to propose the demands
from the youth that came about as a result of this
conversation.

1) Eco-Feminism

This point of discussion was mainly presented by
panelist Brianda Gonzalez. Gender inequality is an
unfortunate reality with which we are faced in modern
society. Brianda made the point that women are more
negatively affected by climate change than men. Women
generally have access to less resources than men, and
are more exposed to climate change than men.
According to UN Women Facts and Figures, an
estimated 60% of chronically hungry individuals are
women4.. Yet, women only make up less than 20% of
global landowners4, and only 24% of global
parliamentary seats are occupied by women5. Thus,
“women are economically and socially restricted,”
making them more susceptible to the negative effects of
climate change, and limiting their opportunities to
assist in creating policies to rectify this.

23



 

2) Wealth Disparity

This point of discussion was mainly presented by
panelist Camryn Banks, with valuable input from a
member of the audience. 

Banks used the example of the EPA in the United States
to highlight flaws in environmental policies and lack of
representation in the roles of policy-makers. According
to Banks, the EPA is responsible for setting the
standards for environmental protection in certain areas
of the United States, but “does not include much
representation from all demographics” of the relevant
areas. Banks explains the policy regarding the testing
of safe drinking water in Flint, Michigan (the location of
the Flint water crisis), is set up in a way that only 90%
of dwellings in a certain area need to pass the maximum
limit of 15 parts per billion of lead in water in order for
the area to be classified as safe, legally leaving 10% of
homes in that area with unsafe drinking water. This 10%
of homes generally belong to families in a poorer
demographic, highlighting how less affluent people are
often disproportionately negatively affected by
environmental issues and policies. 

Another example of how wealth disparity is linked to
environmental injustices was brought up by an audience
member: the recent drought crisis in Cape Town, South
Africa. This drought occurred as a result of climate
change, and had a massive impact on the residents of
Cape Town. However, those most negatively affected
were the individuals of a poorer demographic, as they
did not have access to the resources such as bottled
water to overcome the drought. This example once
emphasizes that individuals affected by pre-existing
inequalities are more likely to be negatively affected by
climate change.
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3) Representation in Policy-making

Another issue that was discussed in the section of the
conference is the under-representation of individuals
from less fortunate demographics in leadership and
policy-making roles. As mentioned previously, only 24%
of global parliament seats are occupied by women. This
issue was also mentioned in the example of the EPA and
the Flint water crisis by Camryn Banks. With regards to
policy-making, it is important for there to be a “clear
representation of all the parties affected” by the issues
which the policy in question intends to resolve. Without
proper representation, a full understanding of the issue
cannot be achieved, as not all perspectives are being
taken into account. This causes discrepancies and
further environmental injustice, as all the affected
parties are not necessarily accommodated for. Policies
should aim to integrate all demographics into their
applications, and should take into account pre-existing
inequalities to most effectively mitigate the effects of
climate change for those highly affected demographic
groups and communities.

Environmental justice is a large and complex subject
which overlaps with the global climate crisis, and thus,
many points were made and many issues were
highlighted during this section of the conference. Below
is a summary of the conclusions drawn from these
points of discussion:

1) Environmental injustices are prevalent in society,
and it is a valid issue which needs to be acknowledged
and acted upon.

2) Climate change is a primary catalyst of
environmental injustice, both causing and worsening
the effects on marginalized populations.

3)Environmental injustices arise from underlying
inequalities with specific regards in this report to
gender inequality, racial inequality and wealth
disparity. 25



Policies that affect the environmental conditions of
individuals should accommodate for the needs of all
individuals regardless of their demographic; and
should include processes that do not allow for any
discrepancies or imbalance in the access and
availability to the basic environmental needs of
individuals.

Leadership and policy-making roles with regards to
climate and environmental issues in specific areas
should include representation of the entire
demographic of the area in question.

Arrangements must be made for those who are more
negatively affected by climate change due to
preexisting inequalities or disparities.

Actions need to be taken in order to acknowledge
environmental injustice and to support
environmental justice with regards to climate
change. These actions should include spreading
awareness, changing policies to remove any
possibilities of injustice remaining and providing
support to less fortunate individuals who are
negatively affected by environmental injustices.

 
4) Climate change more negatively affects individuals
who live in poorer conditions or who do not have access
to sufficient resources as a result of pre-existing
inequalities or disparities.

5) Lack of representation of a diverse demographic of
individuals in leadership and policy-making roles is a
factor that further contributes to environmental
injustice due to limited understanding and
perspectives.

6) Immediate and drastic action needs to be taken if
change is to occur.

As a result of this conference and report, a list of
demands from the general youth can be drawn up:
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COP26 and Alternative Solutions to Climate Change was
the last section of our Youth Event. It began by
investigating innovative solutions to climate change,
namely Cascade and Extreme E. Following this, we had
an introduction to COP26 provided by a Youth Council
member, alongside a video aide of the preparations for
Glasgow. This developed into a panel discussion
surrounding COP26 and the role that youth must play,
with representatives from MockCOP, The Youth Energy
Summit, Extreme E and Cascade. These organizations
will be introduced later in this report. The data used in
this report also includes points made in our more recent
meeting, ‘Meet the Youth Council’, which took place on
09/07/21. 

Cascade was our first alternative solution to climate
change, an application currently in development by a
team of individuals based across the world led by Tse
Uweja. The application aims to combine behavioural
science with climate-related data to empower
individuals to make sustainable lifestyle changes.
Cascade believes that there are two camps in the
climate change discourse; systemic change vs
individual action. Indeed, their analysis of a UK Fire
2019 report found that there are three key players in
climate action (government, industry, the public), all of
whom are waiting for each other to react. Given that
40% of UK emissions are based in households, they
believe that it is much quicker, easier, and more
effective for the average person to make individual
lifestyle changes than large governmental or industry
changes. They exemplify shifting to low-carbon meals,
virtual business trips, public transport and green
energy. Cascade aims to provide biodiversity, climate,
and ethical impact filters for spending decisions,
alongside a feature which will devise a recipe from the
ingredients in your fridge.
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The key to Cascade is that it aims to harness competition
to empower individuals to be the best performing
sustainable citizen. The app is based upon the ripple
effect – the fact that one person can influence the action
of others, growing exponentially from an epicentre. As
Tse excellently puts it, ‘What we do as individuals is only
a drop in the ocean. What we don’t take into account
however, is the ripple effect that our actions cause.’
Cascade will have a community feature, a streak feature,
and specific weekly/monthly challenges with daily
reminders. 

Extreme E was our second alternative solution presented
by Louisa Tholstrup, head of The Legacy Programme and
Race Locations. Extreme E can be seen as an extension of
Formula E (Electric), where electric cars race whilst
demonstrating the viability of Electric Vehicle (EV)
solutions. Extreme E differs from Formula E because it
takes place in different ‘extreme’ locations across the
globe under threat from climate change, which it aims to
raise awareness of. Previous examples include the
Amazon rainforest (deforestation), Greenland (sea level
rise and ice-cap melting) and The Saudi Arabian desert
(desertification and water insecurity). Not only is Extreme
E raising awareness of these issues, but its Legacy
Program aims to support the local area and community
where the race takes place. 
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The Program has included the planting of one million
mangroves, beach cleans, creating eco-bricks, market
gardening, and many more projects. All carbon
emissions involved in the series (travelling, food etc)
are offset, and each racing team includes a male and
female driver to ensure gender equality. The series is
gaining traction; Jensen Button is a current driver, and
Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg own racing teams. 

Alternative solutions to climate change are important
because they can engage new publics in the climate
crisis. For example, Extreme E has attracted a new
demographic of sporting enthusiasts to the climate
debate, who perhaps would not usually be interested.
Extreme E appeals to a young demographic, where the
climate message is cleverly woven into the exciting
racing. More widely, alternative solutions are an
antidote to the desensitization which accumulates from
the barrage of climate-related news and media
scaremongering. Innovative solutions like Cascade
provide a new approach to the climate crisis, where
‘action can be the antidote to despair’ – Louisa
Tholstrup.

Youth are especially well placed to lead these
alternative solutions; Tse echoed how students ‘tend to
care more, have a better mix of knowledge and
awareness of climate change, as well as the ideas and
motivations to do something about it’. As long as they
have sufficient mentoring and resources, they can lead
the way. Indeed, Tse echoed how the Covid-19
pandemic did little to affect Cascade’s progress, since
youth possess the technological skills to adapt
seamlessly. Several other alternative solutions were
mentioned throughout the discussion, including
innovative building design and biomimicry, taxing high-
carbon meals, and hydrogen-powered vehicles.
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Our COP26 panel consisted of Josh Tregale and Pauline
Owiti from MockCOP, Henry Carr from the Youth Energy
Summit, Tse from Cascade and Louisa from Extreme E. 
MockCOP is a youth-led version of COP26 entirely
organized by and for young people, with 330 youth
delegates representing over 140 UN member states.
MockCOP replaced the postponed COP26 last year and
arrived at an ambitious treaty over 18 policies and 6
themes. It is currently working on Stage 2 –
campaigning to have these policies implemented. The
Youth Energy Summit aims to mix young actors and
private sector industry leaders to discuss key themes
which will be impactful at COP26. The Summit will
provide a platform for engagement between these two
groups, so that the youth voice can be heard. 

The panelists thought that COP26 has the potential to
be especially influential. They believed that its
cancellation last year meant that there is now greater
momentum built towards it, and that the radical steps
taken by the government during the Covid-19 pandemic
have demonstrated the enormous scale and speed of
change which could potentially take place in the wake of
COP26. Henry believes that if we can ‘bring our A game
to Glasgow’, then ‘COP26 could be a symbol, a
trampoline to get the world started again on this issue’.

The panelists and audience believed that the key points
of contention at COP26 need to focus on global co-
operation and planning to address the climate crisis
holistically. Indeed, the audience noted that we are
missing ‘precise and well-formulated planning from all
states’ so that ‘partnership between all peoples and
nations can find the solutions to hard climate, social
and economic problems.’ Specifically, Josh Tregale
mentioned the importance of social justice in climate
education – and how the curriculum should highlight the
inequalities inherent in climate change. Henry Carr
believed that transport needs to be discussed at more
length – especially hard-to-abate sectors like heavy
transport and industry. 32



Finally, all participants concluded that alternative
solutions have a large role to play; showing individuals
how they can get involved. This needs to be supported
by seed financial funding to grassroots projects. 

The idea of responsibility was discussed at length.
Much of the audience believed that decision-makers
and government officials are culpable in climate
inaction and need to be the front-runners in the next
decade. Pauline Owiti noted that without strict
governmental regulation, companies will have no
incentive to adjust their behavior. However, Tse
balanced this argument, noting how our purchasing
decisions ultimately power these companies. She
believes that we have a responsibility to adjust our
spending decisions alongside governmental action.
Indeed, Henry Carr emphasized the power of individual
action explaining how ‘you’re not really an individual,
but a node in a network of people’. We are all
influencers. The ripple effect of our actions mean that
their impact can be exponential. Josh affirmed this,
though clarifying that we need institutional support to
change our actions. Stating that ‘if you build more cycle
lanes then more people will cycle, but if you build more
highways then more people will drive’, he inferred
certain decisions by governments and corporations still
determine our individual actions. We must be aware of
this, and the fact that often corporations deflect their
own shortcomings onto individuals as a mode of
greenwashing.

We believe that the youth are excellently placed to
address climate change. As one audience member
stated, ‘Your passion is powerful, we need older people
to take your message more seriously’. Many believed
that the youth strikes were most effective simply
because they were organized by young people.
Specifically, youth can speak for marginalized
communities and highlight inequalities.
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We must ask ourselves how we can use our privilege to
uplift the voices of those who are most vulnerable, and
include the centrality of social as well as environmental
justice. The audience believed that youth can be used
to keep government bodies accountable. Monitoring and
engagement could cast a watchful eye over
governmental activities, and the UNA youth council
could play a role in this through social and commercial
media. To exemplify the adoption of youth perspectives
in climate change discourse, Pauline Owiti mentioned
how the Kenyan government funded the youth to have a
consultation about their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) before they were presented. If
this type of youth engagement can be encouraged by
authorities across other nations, it may provide novel
perspectives and encourage youth to become further
involved in the climate discussion.

This relies on one fundamental assumption; that youth
are interested and empowered to take climate action
and believe that their voice will be heard. The
proliferation of youth-led climate protests in recent
years suggests that youth are becoming more involved
in the climate crisis, with Henry Carr referencing the
Extinction Rebellion as a catalyst for youth impact. One
must emphasize the role of alternative solutions to
broaden the scope of interest in the climate crisis – with
Extreme E as a clear example. Furthermore, Louisa
mentioned the growing disconnect between man and
nature, and the need for a point of connectivity so that
youth can understand the importance and value of the
natural world. Pauline highlighted that age-based
strategies can be used to interest people in the climate
crisis, for example using climate-related roleplay
games for pre-teens, moving to tech-based solutions
for teenagers. 
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Alternative solutions have an important role to play
in addressing climate change; not only to provide
innovative methods and practices, but also to attract
and develop new audiences (both young and old) to
address the climate crisis. 

Youth can be seen as best placed to lead these
alternative solutions given their technological skills
and energy, as long as they have the necessary
support. 

Though we all have individual responsibility to
reduce our carbon footprint and begin to live more
ethically, we cannot do this without parallel
assistance from governments and corporations.

Youth are also important in the preparation and
enactment of COP26. They can use their privilege to
uplift marginalized voices, and pressure
governmental figures to make ambitious targets.

We must all acknowledge our privilege to be able to
debate these issues and support lower income
countries to emerge from the pandemic and meet
their climate goals.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, one audience
member emphasized the fact that ‘thinking about
climate change is a luxury’. For someone who is
struggling to put food on the table for their family or
pay their rent, climate change is a distant issue. As
such, they suggested that the climate change debate
needs to be reframed to demonstrate its centrality in
daily life. For example, if we can shift towards solving
the climate crisis, it should increase food security,
consequently reducing food poverty and prices. 

Though this section of the event was perhaps more
multifaceted and heterogeneous than the others, the
discussion nonetheless underlined several points: 

35



We have a number of demands for key COP26 figures:

1) Financially support youth-led alternative solutions to
climate change and ensure that mentoring schemes are
in place to allow them to flourish. Create a platform to
raise awareness of these projects.

2) Ensure there is sufficient youth representation at
COP26 and in the events preceding it, so that the
discussions are equitable across demographics.

3) Provide infrastructural and structural systems which
support individuals who want to move towards a low-
carbon lifestyle. Pressure companies to similarly
support this transition, and utilize behavioural science
solutions in the process.

4) Make social justice a central tenet to COP26
discussions, understanding that addressing food and
water security in LICs will increase individual capacity
to address climate change. Support them so that they
can reach the SDGs.
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Overall, we believe that ‘Our Climate Crisis: Youth in Action’ was a
highly successful event. This occasion saw the growth of the UNA
C&O network in our most international event, in which many of the
attendees are now present and contributing members of the Youth
Council. This Youth Network was further expanded during our follow
up event: “Meet the Youth Council.”

Importantly, the discussions held during this event allowed us to
obtain key insights on the youth climate perspective, which were
bolstered by the international nature of our audience. Furthermore,
the environmental justice discussion allowed us to acknowledge the
variety of perspectives in the climate change discourse. Our
platform also provided our speakers with the opportunity to
collaborate and share ideas - each of the panelists spoke deeply
and factually about their relevant topic, allowing our audience to
learn from their expertise. 

Key findings from each session were also discussed in the context
of the key goals of COP26. From an agriculture perspective, we
must mobilise finance to push towards certain regenerative
practices and away from more degrading ones. It is imperative for
the agriculture industry to be included in net zero targets and
actions in order to achieve net zero emissions by 2050. We must
also adapt to protect communities and natural habitats by adopting
measures such as regenerative agriculture and the protection of
hedgerows. Agricultural subsidies should be re-assessed to ensure
they are working towards combating climate change. 

In reference to the oceans, action must take place at individual,
local and global scales, so that we can work together to deliver a
sustainable ocean system which will support humankind into the
future generations. Decarbonisation and the net zero targets must
also be extended to the fishing and shipping industry, as well as a
more collaborative effort to protect the high seas. It is necessary to
adapt to protect communities and natural habitats by drastically
reducing marine pollution from shipping, poor waste management
and plastic consumption. We must also mobilise finance to provide a
greater financial commitment to fund NGO work, grants, action and
climate education in schools. 
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In terms of environmental justice, there is much still to be desired.
We all have a duty to work together to make social justice a central
tenet in the climate emergency, despite it often being overlooked.
This should be seen at every level of society. Policies should be re-
visited and amended with the goal of preventing further injustices.
For example, those groups who are less represented during policy
making should be given fairer representation. 

Finally, the COP26 and alternative solutions to climate action
section highlighted the urgency needed to invest in youth-led
alternative solutions and provide infrastructural support to
empower individual action. 
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